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‘iy rng ty ng 


to a dunigeon, daring "some American Jeffries’ | 


‘pleasure, and to bear patiently the punishment 


which, in defiance of law, and 'reason,and: jus- 


; | Sees shall be consequenty inficted on him. 


Such will be the effect of the recent decisions 
mabe Pores eye a de the Pennsyl- 


= vanian,Courts, on. the, rights. and liberties of 


me mer 
she has not been compelled to guard one of 


the | het prs squint the ehemy, or to take any 


f Sie senate larger army than sho has yet 
: been able to send to the Crimes to protect Can- 


8 | ade alone, while all the ports in: her three king- 


doms would be left open to our steamships, her 


ser . a. the West Indies would be an 


Pie, roeld Aare tho uid of France, perhaps ; 


peer 

= ly-someerey tyr hrptpear heme 
+ }ment of a war with us as England; in fact we 

en ee 
*1land ; she, too,.depends. upon us for the raw. 


ee 


ne 


material of her manufactories, as well as for a 


N. | wnarket for her superfluities, and she could as ill 


. | afford ‘to do without our gold and cotton as 
»} England. » Our losses in a war with these great 


h powers would, at first, be large, but 


18 ‘they would not be, ruinous; we should take 


than we should Jose, in the long run, and 


-._. |. We should not be weakened as # nation by being ' 
~ | sources, the extent of which we have ‘fiardly 
" | begun to appreciate. We can very well afford 
_| to give up French silks, French wines, and all 


the other ‘luxurious products of French skill 


‘| and genius for which we pay so large an annual 


tribute to the Gallic people now; there is not, 


4 in trath, an afticle which we import from 
‘| France which we cannot either prodnce at 
‘}‘home or very comfortably dispense with alto- 


‘| -Ajwar with those 


gether. And we may say the same of England. 
then, would not 


}-entail‘apon nos any. of the calamities which it 
com | would biting” upon themselves, for it would tend. 
| to consolidate us as a people, would heal up our 
" | petty sectional disputes, and lead to a dcvelop- 
-. | ment ‘of our internal resources which would 
| raise us higher among the nations of the earth 


than centuries of such peaceful intercourse as 
we now enjoy with Europe would do. 


Anti-Republican Precedents. 

Passmore Wiitismson has escaped from 
Moyamensing, and is again at liberty; but the 
decisions of Judge Kanm. and his brethren, in 
relation to his case, have not yet been rescinded. 
They still maintain their place upon the records 
of the courts in which; they were pronounced, 
and have become precedents to giide and infiu- 


} ence the future decisions of American Judges 
in every State of the Union, as often as similar 


Mee 


vey 


‘ ~" 


eases ‘shall be brought before them. But what 
‘| English Judge, under the Tupors, or the’ 

8, ever pronounced a decision more ar- 
,| bitrery-and unfriendly to Freedom, than those 


| that men calling themselves Americans, and Re- 


eying | burglary, or robbery, or murder they would. nio 


, | any European navy within the line of the Gulf 


| American citizens. In all cases similar to the 
} Wieuustson” ‘case “those “decisions, until set 
aside, will ‘be regarded as. precedents, and 
_ wherever they aré so regarded the Northern man 
will be completely divested of his privileges, 
and exposed naked and defenceless to. the -en- 
venomed shafts of power and oppression. There 
Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights—there, 
Federal and State Constitutions—there Anglo- 
Saxon and American libérty, will be alike 
trampled in the dust. Men may call themselves 
Whigs or Democrats, Hard Shells or Soft 
Shells, Know-Nothings or Republicans, but, 
while those Pennsylvanian decisions maintain 
their place in our law books as legal precedents, 
American citizens will hold their freedom by a 
more precarious tenure than that by which the 
Englishman’s of the seventeeth century was se- 
cured to him. | ; 

But what chance have Americans of getting 
rid of those precedents, as long as. the. Federal 
Judges are. appointed by the Government, and 
the Government is the tool of the slave-owner ? 
Before those arbitrary and unconstitutional. de- 
cisions can be expunged from our law-books, the 
Federal’ Government must be made indepen- 
dent ofthe Slave Power, or the Federal Judici- 
ary made independent of the American Gov- 
ernment. ‘ Hither of these reforms would ena- 
ble the Northern citizens to sweep away those 
odious precedents; . but without effecting one 
of them they need not hope to do so. 


Our Lack of Defences. 

Whether or not we come to blows with Great 
Britain, war is always so far within the range of 
rational probability as to exact due attention, at 
all times, and under the most. pacific condi- 
tion, to the maintenance of national defences. 
Human nature in, its social aggregates is far 
less civilized than in the ‘individual. ‘The ne- 
glect to defend is an {mvitation to attack, pre- 
cisely on. the principle that the omission of the 
farmer to shut his gate seduces the by-passer to 
plunder ‘the orchard, which otherwise might 
have escaped untonclied. All diplomacy moves 
with reference to the ‘situation of the parties in 
respect to the ultima ratio ; the weakest and less 
completely equipped very naturally giving 
ground to the. power who stands ready to 6m- 
phasize its arguments with coups de canon, and 
to appeal to. that jurisdiction of final resort, 
the court military. In short, that is the highest 
security.for peace, that is the best. Peace So- 
ciety, which multiplies fortifications, accumu- 
lates munitions of war, accustoms masses of 
men to the habits and practice of defensive. war- 
fare; and, in a general way, decreases the 
chances of attack by diminishing the chances of 
its success. Other: Peace leagues must, await 
the millennium to become practical. This is 
the immediate need of the ddy; and that it has 
received so little attention at the hands of the 
Government isone of many evidences of the rash 
facility with which our people run the hazards 
of war. The current recognition of the national 
weakness in such particulars is evinced by the 

-sensitiveness with which the augmentation of 


| Stream is always regarded. Unarmed’ and un- 


| have: lately set up? Magna Charta and the | 


~pppaged by those jadicial sbourges of the British 


people, than the Federal and Pennsylvania 
Constitutions have been by their American 
imitators. 

The decisions of Judge Kane and his coad- 
jutors, in the WitLiamson case, have estab- 
lished principles and precedents which, in all 


| citizens completely. at the mercy of the Fed- 
eral Government and the Federal Jadiciary.. 
‘Northern States may still indeed continue to 
give expression to their dislike-of Slavery in 
legislative enactments, and to proclaim every 
slave, nota fugitive, that comes within. their 
borders entitled to his freedom ; but no Northern 

citizen rhust ‘henceforward dare to, inform any 
slave that euch is the law, or attempt to'aid him 
in escaping from illegal thraldom, ~ ‘the 

citizens however will intérfere in, such business, 
and involve themeclves in cases, in’ whith one. 
of the parties is a slave-owner, and the matter 
in litigation a slave, they must- not think here- 
after of having their personal and juridical. 
rights respected in American Courts’ and by 
American Judges. By the perpetration indeed of 


| points of the ed 


we choose to trast.fortune, distance, 
“or the extempore preparation practicable between 
“ag declaration of war and. the beginning of hos- 
tilities, for all those elaborate arrangements 
with which Russia has been busy this century 
past in surrounding herself; and without which 
the allied campaign in Southern Russia would 
have proved the work of a month, instead of the 
exhausting labor of years. This is neither safe 
nor sensible. “It is not, we repeat, a sound 
"peace policy. 

"The shore line of the United’ States is very 
little short of the circumference of the earth. 
There is not.a point closed against invasion. 
Where there is any semblance of defence the 
works have been mainly erected years ago, and 
without adaptation to the formidable resorts of 
recent. warfare; those prodigious siege-trains, 
which carried the Mamelon and the Malakoff. 
The harbor of New-York. displays perhaps the 
buen Wee of- defence in its largest. de-. 


stance, ii has furtiiestions scattered about the 
bay, aes hacen re eae efealioey 


: anal cs niaueie Garon avis 
| City. To expose. the most. vital point of the. 


ungarded, to the mere possibility of 
; of fatuity. But there are no 
‘are not quite as acces- 


country; 
war, is ay eres 


no sible; amd. to-enter upon s contest, or even to 


indulge in snimased: discussions "vending to a 


spicnously. Themain issue between the Hards 


‘and. Softs was, which faction should ‘obtain ad- 


“mission at the Cincinnati Convention... The 
-Hards ate determined to make Dickinson the 
next Presidential candidate of the Democracy, 


may be brought béfore the\Justice ‘of District. mon 


Court, on complaint under oath of any citizen. | j 
If the complaint ater ery 


te Pati eh er srdian. | the 


The Softs go for Manor. The vote of New- | 


York in» Convention is a - prise worth: working’ 


‘for; and both parties have kept that in view 
during thé whole-of the recent canvass," 

The Hards had. the advantage in principle. 
The great point ‘to be gained is to sécure favor. 
with the South,—for Southern votes will decide 
the point. The Hards, therefore, took ground 
openly in favor of the {Nebraska Bill,—the re- 
peal of the Missouri Compromise, the admis- 
sion of Kansas as a Slave State, and generally 
of whatever measures the South thought. essen- 
tial to the protection and extension of Slavery. 


for at least four. menths onk jue are 


fourteen years old. If the ee ' 


‘refuie, the ‘child is to be committed. 


Another. section provides @ penalty of $50 
he ina of sea eet ets] 
yee aap oe nea ame 

Section 3° Provides wtatable place for 
commitment of such children. 


Still another (section 5) makes it the day of | ; 


Their position, was a strong one... But. the * 


Softs,—though laboring under great disadvan- 
tages,—entered the lists ‘with’ coutage worthy 
of a better cause. They dodged the Nebraska 
issue cleverly enough,—disapproving the act, 
but resisting any effort to repeal it, Their plat- 


form was tolerably acceptable :—what it lacked . 


was to be made up “by personal effort 
and party strength. This was the _.se- 
cret of . their ..unusual efforts at. .the 
last. election. They entered upon ‘the canvass 
with a degree of vigor seldom seen in a similar 
contest. ._Ex-Governor Szymovur led off with 
an elaborate speech at Tammany Hall, in which 
he took. the extremest Pro-Slavery ground. 
Joux Vax Buzen stumped the State—suiting 


his speeches to the localities ‘he ‘visited, and’ 


aiming mainly to retain for the Soft-Shell 
ticket. the votes of those who had been Free- 
Soilers in 1848. The Argus, which was in the 
Hard interest last year, now joined the Softs, 
and its example was followed by the Hard 
organs generally throughout the State. 

The object of all this was to make such a de- 
monstration of popular strength as should force 
the gatesof the Cincinnati. Convention... Prince 
Jou publicly proclaimed his purpose to go to 
that Convention himself and to be admitted. 
A popular vote which should extinguish: the 
Hards was the battering-ram by which all ob- 
stacles were to be demolished. 


The result. will acarcely justify the sounding. 


manifesto.’ Last year the Softs numbered 156,- 
000: this year they will barely reach 100,000. 
The Hards then counted but 30,000: now they 
will have over 70,000. The Hards have more 
than doubled their strength,--while the Softs 
have lost thirty per cent. It is not difficult to 
foresee the result of all this. ‘The South will 
naturally sympathize most..warmly with the 
Hards; and this demonstration of their in- 
creasing power. will very considerably. 
strengthen the bond of political brotherhood, 
Prince Jou will knock at the doors of the Na- 
tional Convention in vain. . Neither his princi- 
ples nor his votes will give him admission. 
The Hards will get their seats at Cincinnati: 
and their votes will not be.given for Gov. 
Maxoyr. 

It is understood that Senator SICKLEs goes 
to Albany this Winter to organize a Bucuanan 
party. What success he will have it is not.easy 


to. predict: but, according to predent ap- 


pearances, the Softs will not be unwilling to 


listen to proposals. 
EE 
Truant Children. 


The operations for the last few years, both of : 


the authorities and private societies, have cer- 
tainly made a great change in the numbers of 
purely vagrant children imNew-York. One is 
by no means so much beset by homeless and 
vagabond boys and girls in the streets as for- 
merly. The. courtsand prisons are less thronged 
by children, and our warehouses less annoyed 
by petty pilfering. Still, with all these benevo- 
lent efforts, there is one evil which does not 
seem much to diminish among our juvenile popu- 
lation—that is Truancy. There seems to be 
everywhere, in the poor quarters, gangs of idle 
boys and girls, who hang about the Public 
Schools, or idle upon the docks, not precisely 
vagrant or criminal, but growing up utterly ig- 
norant and demoralized. As we understand, 
many of these children are German or of 
foreign origin. One school has been publicly 
spoken of, as needing a policeman to protect its 
doors and windows from the rabble of bogs, who, 
so far ag age and ignorance are concerned, most 
need its influence. Mr. RanpaLi-—perhaps in 
an exaggerated estimate—states the supposed 
number of truant children as 40,000. for New- 
York alone. “Whatever be the exact amount 
they certainly count by many thousands. The 
parents are usually hard-working people, who 
must be away at their labor all day, and know 
nothing of these ‘habits of their children; or 
escaping, as do the Russians, from asystem where 
education is a matter of they de- 
termine: to aor: their oe in” aig 


naked, oer mortal combat ia the paste 


Board armor of Harlequin. . 


‘Magistrate would 
every truant child in’ the streets of 


‘could either be driven to work or 


niet Witch 
anu cred 


* er-st., fi wm 


The arrangements dre perfect. giic'e cya = 


‘only to complain and bring ‘@-whels: + gang of. 
truant children before any Police Jastice.. He |° 


must bind the patent to school them,.or if they | @uced 


refuse, commit the children to the Juvenile |}: 


Asylum. ‘This last institution seems to us to 


have the especial interest in this matter; and | 


might easily be allowed the force and: msens:te: , 


correct the whole truaney of thé City. © 
In Boston, the Truant law. is strictly exe- 
cuted, with immense advantage to the city. A 


similar act came into operation ‘last year in} =~ 
London, Why should New-York be behind: en: 


hand in such wise legislation ? 
More Aretic Explorations. 

We publish elsewhere some most interesting 
particulars of the late course of the United 
States sloop-of-war Vincennes, under Commo- 
dore Ropezrs; in the-Aretic Ocean. 

The! Vincennes entered Bherings Straits in 
August last, and anchored -in Senivane Bay on 
the Eastern Coast of Asia, where an inter- 
course was established with a peculiar Indian 


Sasa 





Raa. 
im 
= 


hast | 


‘race, known as the Techucchis. Some value: | 
ble information respecting the manners .and ar 
customs of these people has, in consequence, | 


been given to the world for the first time. A 


party having been left at Senivane, the Vin- ove 


cennes then proceeded northward on her course, 


and reached the high latitude of 72° 5’ 29’* } 


in longitude 174° 37’ 15’’-—-making some im- 
portant geographical discoveries. In 1851, 
Captain Kuxuzrr (of the English Expedition 
in search of FRANKLIN) reported land about 
sixty miles to the Northward of Herald Island, 
but Commodore Ropenrs sailed over this sup- 
posed land, and arrives at ‘the ‘conclusion that 


Captain Kexxerr most have fallen into the er- | # 
ror, common in those latitudes, of being’ de~'| , 
ceived by low cloud banks. The, Vincennes was | 


ultimately stopped by barriers of ice..On re- | 


turning to Senivane Harbor, the party left there 
were found in good health and prepared to give 
accounts of the singular. people .among whom 
their lot had been fora short time cast. 


An Absconding Debtor. 
We have received from one of our European 
pecker vif prams alg 


is likely great discredit country 
1 rn a hn eg i ving” 
extravagantly,—far beyond hia: r 


be tds prieale:maenea:-lenik ett 


‘gentleman connected with the American Lega- 


unable to meet his engagements, he. has left the gah 


country ,—and left also debts unpaid to the amount 
of eight or ten thousand dollars. It is said that 
he availed himself of his official position to procure 
permission to leave the country. A good deal of 
feeling prevails among the Americans resident in ’ 
wtapiant a” where he has’ been’ stationed, as they 


feel that the national character has been ie vi Seite 


com promised by Bie preoertiews: 
We pag ai 


ring the name of party t : 


advancement of the E.M.A.” Who or what is the me ai 


E.M. A.?. Is. it the fillibustering organization 
that alarms the Government of England and tempts 
it 
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